All Seasons
Zﬁ riCh, SWitzerIand. Research Text

are full of cherry blossoms. Summer is all about
being outside and by the water. In fall, wine tours
through golden forests are super appealing. And
when the snow falls in winter, the city sparkles and
glitters with its fairy lights and Christmas markets—
and draws brave souls to take a dip in the lake.
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The Pleasant Zurich Climate

Zurichis located in a temperate climate zone with four distinct seasons. Summers are usually warm
with temperatures up to 30°C, while winters are cool to cold with occasional snowfall and sub-zero
temperatures. Spring often begins as early as March with milder temperatures and blossoming nature,
while autumn is characterized by colorful deciduous forests and stable weather conditions.
Precipitation is distributed relatively evenly throughout the year. The proximity to Lake Zurich has a
tempering effect on the climate and ensures a balanced urban climate and a Mediterranean summer.
- Climate in Ziirich

Spring: Blossoming in the City

Zurich comes to life with the first warm rays of sunshine. The city's parks, gardens, and streets are in
full bloom, and the promenades along Lake Zurich invite you to take a stroll. The cherry blossom
seasonis particularly impressive. Spring also begins culturally with spring markets and the first open-
air events. In April, the “Sechselauten” takes place, a centuries-old tradition that heralds the beginning
of spring in Zurich. Many museums have outstanding exhibitions at this time of year. At the same time,
the Lake Zurich Navigation Company starts its summer season with round trips to Rapperswil, the city
of roses. Mild temperatures draw people outside to rooftop terraces and outdoor sports such as
jogging, mountain biking, and hiking.

- Springin Ziirich

Traditional Sechseléauten Festival

Sechselauten, also affectionately known as “Séchsillilte,” is a traditional Zurich spring festival that
takes place annually on the third Monday in April. In addition to guild members dressed in historical
costumes, the festival features music ensembles, horses, flowers, flags, and the B66gg. Nowadays,
the B66gg is even the main protagonist: the pyre with the snowman figure on top is lit when the clock of
St. Peter's Church strikes 6 p.m. The faster its head, filled with fireworks, explodes, the more beautiful
the summer will be. At least that's what the people of Zurich say.

- Sechselduten

Cherry Blossoms

Magnolias, Japanese cherry blossoms, and cherry plums put on a spectacular spring show at these
flower spots. Depending on the temperature, the white and pink blossoms can be admired from mid-
March onwards on Bertastrasse, in Rieterpark, in the garden of Villa Patumbah, and at other locations.
- Where to find them

Rose Fountains

The fountains in the city of Zurich are filled with colorful flowers! Once a year, around Easter, the
fountains at Minsterhof, Mlnzplatz, Zahringerplatz, and Helmhaus are decorated with roses. This
relatively new tradition began during the coronavirus pandemic: in 2021, the Reformed Church of
Zurich filled several fountains in the old town with rose heads for the first time to spread joy and
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optimism. The organizers of the rose fountain campaign place great importance on sustainability. The
roses used for the decorations come from Ecuador, from two socially responsible, family-run farms.
Importing these roses is more environmentally friendly than growing them in Europe, as it requires
significantly less energy. This makes the rose fountain not only a feast for the eyes, but also an
environmentally conscious initiative.

- Rose Fountains

Excursion to the Rose Town of Rapperswil

Rapperswil, located on the upper end of Lake Zurich, welcomes visitors with its southern charm. The
small alleys in the medieval old town invite you to go shopping. Rapperswil Castle sits enthroned on the
castle hill. From here, you have a breathtaking view of the town and the lake. Rapperswil earned its
name as the rose town thanks to the more than 20,000 roses that bloom from May to October in the
rose gardens near the Capuchin monastery and on the “Schanz.” The latter is arose garden for the
blind with special scented roses. Their names are written in Braille on information boards.

- Rapperswil

Summer: Outdoor Activities and Water

Summer in Zurichis spent outdoors - on the Limmat, in the lake, or at one of the many outdoor
swimming pools, such as the historic Frauenbad. Barbecue areas on the Sihl and Chinawiese are also
popular, as are picnics at Zurichhorn. Cultural highlights such as theater performances, open-air
cinemas, and music festivals bring the city to life. In the evenings, people meet on rooftop terraces or
by the water for aperitifs and sundowners. Summer in Zurichis urban, lively, and surprisingly
Mediterranean.

- Summer in Zurich

Zurich's Bathing Culture

In this city on the water, swimming is part of the quality of life, and almost everyone carries swimming
trunks with them at all times so they are always ready for a quick dip in the cool water. Hardly any other
city has as many bathing facilities as Zurich. The bathing culture dates back to the Romans, who built
the first baths over 2,000 years ago on what is now Weinplatz. Remains of this can still be seen today
on Thermengasse in the old town. When hygiene became animportant public issue at the beginning of
the 19th century, the city built around 20 bathhouses. This was cheaper than equipping all residential
buildings with running water. The bathhouses were strictly separated by gender and limited to one
hour of bathing time per person. During the subsequent bathing boom, visiting public baths became an
integral part of everyday life in Zurich. And that has remained the case to this day.

- Outdoor Pools
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Open Air Cinemas and Festivals

Open-air cinemas are extremely popular in Zurich. One of the oldest is Film am See at the alternative
cultural center Rote Fabrik. Almost as old is the Freiluftkino Xenix, which shows films on a specific
theme in the heart of Langstrasse, surrounded by bars, 24-hour shops, and clubs. The “Filmfluss” in
the Unterer Lettenriver poolis also legendary. If you want to experience blockbusters and Hollywood
cinema, the Allianz Cinema on Lake Zurich is the place to go. These cinemas are particularly
impressive due to their location and atmosphere.

Countless concerts and festivals take place in summer at spectacular locations by the lake, in the
“Badis,” in green parks, and in hidden courtyards. One of the biggest music eventsis the Zurich Open
Air right next to Zurich Airport. International superstars from the worlds of electro, rock, and pop
perform here. Of course, the Street Parade is also a must-see. The world's largest techno party
attracts around one million dance and party enthusiasts to the Lake Zurich basin every year and is
known for its relaxed and friendly atmosphere. At “Caliente,” samba, salsa, and Latino fans getinto the
mood. As summer draws to a close, the Theater Spektakelis still a special treat. As one of the most
important European theater festivals, it has been thrilling audiences for over forty years with top-class
theater, dance, and performance.

- Open Air Cinemas
- Summer Festivals

Autumn: Golden Time for Discoveries

When the leaves change color and temperatures drop, Zurich shows its particularly atmospheric side.
Autumn brings clear air, golden light, and numerous opportunities to actively experience the city and
its surroundings. The cultural scene is also in full swing in autumn: Zurich kicks off the new season with
film festivals, concerts, and exhibitions. Those who prefer a quieter pace can enjoy hikes through
colorful forests. Autumnis ideal for anyone who wants to combine nature, enjoyment, and culture.

- Autumnin Zurich

Wine Hike

Hikes through the colorful forests on the Uetliberg or along the vineyards on Lake Zurich, for example
around Meilen or Stafa, are popular. Many winegrowers invite visitors to tastings or open cellar days
during this time.

- Wine Hikes

Zurich Film Festival

First held in 2005, the Zurich Film Festival has already established itself on the national and
international festival scene. Here, film lovers meet directors and filmmakers from all over the world to
celebrate the medium of film for a few days. Hidden gems from all over the world flicker across the
screen alongside the great works of famous filmmakers.

- Zurich Film Festival (ZFF)
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Design Weeks

Every autumn, Zurich Design Weeks opens Zurich's creative doors: designers, showrooms, and
brands present their work in exhibitions, installations, workshops, and guided tours—ideal for anyone
interested in design. One highlight is the Zurich Design Biennale in the Old Botanical Garden: it
complements the Design Week program with experimental installations and interactive formats and
invites visitors to engage in discourse and interaction. The event focuses on multidisciplinarity, social
issues such as the circular economy (e.g., via the Circular Circuit), and cultivates a format with open
discussions and hands-on workshops. The central meeting place is often the Swiss Design Lounge at
the Museum of Design Zurich, from where the festival is organized and spatially anchored.

- Design Weeks Zurich

Winter: Sparkling Lights and Cold Water Bathing

When temperatures drop, Zurich transforms into a winter wonderland. The old town glows with
Christmas lights, and the Christmas markets are filled with the aroma of mulled wine and baked goods.
Those who like sports can go ice skating at the Dolder ice rink or venture into the lake for a cold swim -
a Zurich tradition. Museums, concert halls, and cozy cafés offer places of refuge on frosty days. Winter
in Zurich: quiet, atmospheric, and with a special charm.

- Winter in Zurich

Ice Skating in Zurich

The Dolder Kunsteisbahn, Europe's largest open-air ice rink, offers 6,000 square meters of mirror-
smooth ice high above the city of Zurich. Since its opening in the 1930s, skaters of all ages have been
skating here every winter. The ice discos, which take place regularly, are also a special highlight.

- Doldersports.com

Christmas Season & Christmas Markets

A trip to Zurich is particularly worthwhile during the Christmas season: festively decorated streets,
Christmas markets throughout the city, cozy “Fondue Stiibli” and a shopping experience where
everyone can find the perfect Christmas gift enchant visitors.

- Christmas in Ziirich

Sledding on the Uetliberg

Whizz down Zurich's local mountain on two runners and feel the cold winter air blowing around your
nose - this winter fun close to the city is available when there is plenty of snow on the Uetliberg. The
start of the 3.1-kilometer sledding trail is right next to the Uetliberg railway station and can therefore be
easily reached by public transport.

- Uetliberg.ch
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Winter Sports

The mountains are never far from Zurich: in winter, sports enthusiasts can hurtle down the snow-
covered slopes on skis, snowboards, or sleds. Some ski resorts can be reached in just 60 to 90
minutes, so a day trip to the snow is well worth it and can be perfectly combined with a city break in
Zurich.

- Mountains Near Ziirich

Contact

Ziirich Tourism
Gessnerallee 3
CH-8001 Ziirich
T+4144 21540 96
media@zuerich.com
- zuerich.com/media

Images & Text

In our media database, you have access to our multifaceted world of images.
- zuerich.com/pictures-movies
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