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Zurich is located in the center of Switzerland and in
the heart of Europe. With the largest train stationin
the country, the city is the ideal starting point for un-
forgettable excursions. Whether to the impressive
mountains, the largest waterfall in Europe, or charm-
ing historic villages. Back in Zurich, adventurers can
enjoy the comfort and infrastructure of amodern
metropolis. Excellent gastronomy, the best accom-
modations, a wide range of cultural offerings, and a
vibrant nightlife.

- Excursions from Zurich
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Zurich, the Hub of Switzerland

The Gateway to Switzerland

Zurichis located in the heart of Europe at the foot of the Alps and is the ideal starting point for discov-
ering Switzerland. Good rail connections and night train services enable environmentally friendly
travel directly from Amsterdam, Hamburg, Vienna, Paris, or Milan. Many other major cities such as Ber-
lin, London, Barcelona, Budapest, Prague, Salzburg, Rome, and Zagreb offer train connections with
transfers. With Zurich International Airport, which is connected to more than 200 destinations around
the world, traveling from further afield is also no problem. And a ten-minute train ride to Zurich Central
Station connects the airport with the city center.

- zuerich.com

Highlights Around Lake Zurich

Rapperswil City of Roses

Rapperswil is also known as the “city of roses” because of the 16,000 roses that bloom from May to
October in the rose gardens near the Capuchin monastery and on the “Schanz.” This small town, lo-
cated in close proximity to Zurich, was already well known to many travelers from the north in the Mid-
dle Ages, as it lies directly on a branch of the Way of St. James. Centuries ago, pilgrims passed through
the town before continuing their journey to Einsiedeln via Switzerland's longest wooden footbridge,
which has now been renovated. The old town hosts weekly fresh produce markets, music festivals,
and sporting events. From the main square, 53 steps lead up to the castle, where you can enjoy a fan-
tastic panoramic view of lakes and mountains. This historic town can be reached in two hours by boat
from Zurich or in just 40 minutes by train. Rapperswil is also the ideal starting point for a trip to the is-
lands of Lutzelau or Ufenau by water taxi or scheduled boat service - pure vacation feeling!

- zuerich.com/rapperswil

The Monastery Village of Einsiedeln

The monastery village of Einsiedeln is easily accessible, located approximately 50 minutes from Zur-
ich Central Station. This stop on the Way of St. James is highly regarded and popular not only among
Catholics from around the world, thanks to its monastery - the most significant Swiss Baroque building
- the Chapel of Grace, and a statue of the Black Madonna. The monastery village is surrounded by
Lake Sihl and the famous Mythen mountains, making the region particularly suitable for hikingin sum-
mer and ice skating and skiing in winter. Another highlight is the ski jump facility, which can be visited
during guided tours and activities.

- zuerich.com/einsiedeln

Rhine Falls - Europe’s largest Waterfall

Just under an hour's trainride from Zurich, you can marvel at the Rhine Falls — Europe's largest water-
fall - near Schaffhausen. With an average flow rate, 600,000 liters of water per second plunge over
the rocks at a width of 150 meters and a height of 23 meters. A boat trip in the Rhine Falls basin, to the
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Mittelfelsen rock, the “Schldssli” Wérth castle, or downstream to the national border is well worth it.
The “Belvédéreweg” path and a panoramic lift provide barrier-free access to the natural spectacle of
the Rhine Falls.

- Rhine Falls

Winterthur

“Winti,” as the locals affectionately call the city, is a former industrial city located northeast of Zurich.
Today, itis particularly popular for its cultural highlights. The journey from Zurich Central Station to
Winterthur takes just 20 minutes. For the more athletic, there is the option of taking the Switzerland
Mobility Route 45 by bike. In addition to the internationally renowned Photo Museum and the Oskar
Rheinhart Museum, theater lovers can visit the Casinotheater Winterthur for numerous cabaret perfor-
mances, and children and adults alike can be impressed by physical and technical phenomena at the
Swiss Science Center Technorama. In addition, since 1976, the city has celebrated the unique “Musik-
festwochen Winterthur”: a 12-day music festival in August, where music lovers can see and hear inter-
national bands free of charge on 9 of 12 evenings.

- Winterthur

Baden

Baden has the most mineral-rich thermal water in Switzerland. It bubbles up at 47°C from 18 sulfur
springs and made the lively little town just outside Zurich a vibrant spa town back in Roman times,
when it was known as “Aquae Helveticae.” A special spa highlight is the new “Fortyseven” thermal
baths designed by star architect Mario Botta. Today, Baden offers international cultural festivals, arich
theater scene, relaxing wellness oases, the Grand Casino, and a variety of urban green spaces.
Whether you enjoy the view of the old town from the Stein castle ruins or soak up the urban atmos-
phere in the newly designed industrial district, Baden has something to offer for every taste.

- Baden.ch

Day Trips From Zurich

Titlis, located in the heart of Switzerland, Pilatus on Lake Lucerne, Rigi, and the famous Jungfraujochiin
the Bernese Oberland are all just a short train or bus ride away. Guests can enjoy the most magnificent
Alpine panorama during the day and round off the evening in one of the countless restaurants, bars, or

clubsin the city of Zurich.

Stoos Moutatal

The car-free village of Stoos is located at 1,305 meters above sea level on a high plateau. Itis sur-
rounded by several mountains, which are ideal for skiing in winter and hiking in summer. The popular
ridge hike from Fronalpstock to Klingenstock takes two hours and is rewarded with magnificent views
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of Lake Lucerne. Another experience is the journey to Stoos. The Stoosbahn cable car reaches a gra-
dient of 110 percent (47 degrees), making it the steepest funicular railway in the world.
- Stoos Muotatal

Rigi

Itis known as the “Queen of the Mountains” - and anyone who has ever been to the Rigi knows why. A
stunning panorama stretches out all around. At an altitude of 1,800 meters above sea level, the Rigi
towers impressively between the three lakes of Lake Lucerne, Lake Zug, and Lake Lauerz. On the Rigi,
visitors can enjoy distant views of the Swiss Alps and a bird's-eye view of the wonderfully blue lakes of
the Swiss Plateau. In summer, nature lovers can hike, paraglide, and ride in horse-drawn carriages
here, and in winter they can go sledding or skiing. The journey is quick and easy, taking only 40 minutes
by train from Zurich main station.

- rigi.ch

Pilatus

Opposite Mt. Rigi is Mt. Pilatus, whose spurs also extend as far as Lake Lucerne. With its altitude of
2,128.5 meters (6,982 ft) above sea level, the Pilatus is part of the Central Swiss foothills. The moun-
tain chainis above all known for the Pilatusbahn, which is the steepest cogwheel railway in the world.
The railway has operated between Alpnachstad and the Pilatus-Kulm top station at 2,073 meters
(6,801 ft) above sea level since 1889. At the summit is the Hotel Kulm, where Queen Victoria stayed in
1868. Since 1956, it has also been possible to ride up the mountain by gondola and cable car from
Kriens, near Lucerne.

- pilatus.ch

Titlis

The Titlis is one of the most popular winter sports and excursion destinations in Central Switzerland.
The summit is 3,239 meters above sea level and is covered by a glacier. Here, snow funis possible all
year round. The world's first rotating cable car, the Titlis-Rotair, takes summit climbers from the inter-
mediate station “Stand” up to 3,020 meters above sea level. During the five-minute ride, the gondola
rotates 360° to guarantee a complete panoramic view. The brave can take on the “Titlis Cliff Walk.” Eu-
rope's highest suspension bridge, 100 meters long, spans a 500-meter-deep abyss.

- Titlis.ch

Jungfrau

At animpressive 4,158 meters above sea level, the Jungfrau is one of Switzerland's 48 four-thousand-
meter peaks and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. For mountain lovers, a visit to the Jungfraujochis a
must. The breathtaking view of the surrounding mountains Eiger, Ménch, and Jungfrau, as well as Eu-
rope's longest glacier, the Aletsch Glacier, is unique. The journey by cogwheel railway is spectacular,
leading from Grindelwald via Kleine Scheidegg up to the Jungfraujoch.

- Jungfrau.ch
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Zermatt / Matterhorn

The car-free mountain village of Zermatt can also be reached on an unforgettable day trip. Zermatt,
the enchanting mountain village in Valais, is mentioned in the same breath as the Matterhorn, probably
the most famous mountain in the world. The beauty, idyll, and charm of Zermatt can be admired in both
summer and winter.

- Zermatt.ch

St. Moritz

About three hours from Zurich, nestled in the Swiss Alps, lies the elegant mountain resort of St. Moritz.
Thanks toits location in the enchanting Engadin Valley and its luxury hotels, it is popular with guests
from all over the world. In winter, skiing, cross-country skiing, carriage rides, polo onice, skijoring, and
winter hiking take center stage, while in summer, the Engadin is extremely popular for hiking, biking,
climbing, kite surfing, and wellness.

- Stmoritz.com

Contact

Ziirich Tourism
Gessnerallee 3
CH-8001 Ziirich
T+4144 2154096
media@zuerich.com
- zuerich.com/media

Images & Text

In our media database, you have access to our multifaceted world of images.
- zuerich.com/pictures-movies
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