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Zurich unites creative city life and idyllic scenery
within the smallest of areas. Art connoisseurs and
culture enthusiasts have over 55 museums and more
than 100 galleries to choose from, while inquisitive
city explorers can discover the striking contrast
between the picturesque Old Town and modern
urban quarters. Nature lovers will delight in the city’s
location directly by the lake and in its very own
mountain, the Uetliberg. In addition, first-class
restaurants, bars, and clubs give rise to a vibrant
nightlife.
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The Gateway to Switzerland

Zurichis situated in the very heart of Europe and at the foot of the Swiss Alps. The city is the ideal base
from which to explore Switzerland. Zurich Airport, which has direct connections to 170 destinations all
over the world, is just a 10-minute train ride from the centrally located Zurich Main Station. From here,
travelers can conveniently get to Milan or Paris in just four hours. The Swiss Alps are also within easy
traveling distance of Zurich - for example, on a day trip to Mount Titlis in Central Switzerland or to the
famous Jungfraujoch in the Bernese Oberland. The imposing Rhine Falls, where visitors experience at
close quarters the power of the water as it cascades down the rocks at arate of 600,000 liters per
second, is also not far away. In the Zurich region, a dense public transportation network of trams,
buses, and trains enable visitors to get around in comfort - as reliably and punctually as a Swiss watch.

Contrast-Rich Zurich — The 12 Districts

Zurichis divided into twelve city districts, each with its own unique history, culture, and atmosphere. In
the heart of the city lies District 1, where the historic old town meets the bustling shopping street. While
in the inner city, majestic stone buildings have withstood the test of time, others - such asin the
entertainment district of Zurich-West or the creative Kreis 4 - have changed almost beyond
recognition. In the places where the machine industry once flourished and towering apartment blocks
were inhabited by factory workers, temporary projects and innovative concepts have transformed
Zurich-West into an ever-changing El Dorado for city explorers. Urban oases, such as Frau Gerolds
Garten, stand just a short distance from the tallest building in Zurich - the shimmering green, 126m
(413ft) tall Prime Tower, which opened in 2011. This exciting contrast, coupled with the vast choice of
restaurants, bars, and clubs, makes Zurich-West a popular meeting place among both locals and
visitors from further afield, especially after dark. In Kreis 4, the red light district, the creative artist
scene, and the lively nightlife breathe urban life into the area around Langstrasse, whatever the time of
day or night.

- The 12 Districts

The Water City

Water is omnipresent in this city by the lake. Top-quality, drinkable fresh water flows from Zurich’s
water taps, as well as from the approximately 1,200 public fountains. Lake Zurich in the heart of the
city and the River Limmat, which winds its way past Old Town buildings and through rapidly growing
urban quarters, give Zurich a fresh Mediterranean ambiance. Bathing in the lake or the riveris a
particularly popular pastime; measured in terms of the population, scarcely any other city in Europe
has such a high concentration of bathing facilities as Zurich. After dusk, a number of riverside and
lakeside bathing areas are transformed into so-called “Badi bars”, offering refreshing drinks and
entertainment until late into the night. Those who prefer to be on rather than by or in the water can best
enjoy the luxuriant nature along the shoreline by boat. Boats also provide access to the abundant
nature along the southern part of Lake Zurich. The tiny, idyllic island of Ufenau is a nature reserve and
offers tranquility, fresh air, and a restaurant with a view. Another pearlin Lake Zurich is the island of
Litzelau, which can be comfortably reached from nearby Rapperswil by water taxi and, besides a
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restaurant, is home to a campsite. Incidentally, the lake is also surrounded by countless hiking paths;
the Lake Zurich Trail takes keen walkers all the way round the lake basin in ten stages.
- Water Sportsin Zurich

Relaxation and Sport Surrounded by Nature

In Zurich, urban life and idyllic nature are very close to each other. Around 70 parks and green spaces,
including museum gardens, fragrant botanical gardens, and even green meadows right in the middle of
the city, are publicly accessible in Zurich. Beautiful natural surroundings far removed from the bustling
city can be found on Zurich's very own mountain, the Uetliberg. The summit of this car-free, hilly
mountain is swiftly reached by train or aerial cableway, offering visitors a fantastic panorama of the
city of Zurich, the lake, and the snow-covered Alps on the horizon. Lush forests, such as the Sihlwald,
provide plenty of fresh air and space to enjoy leisurely walks or more energetic sporting activities.
Here, in one of Switzerland's largest mixed deciduous forests north of the Alps, there are countless
trails for walking, jogging, hiking, cycling, mountain biking or horse riding. Meanwhile, in the adjoining
wildlife park, visitors can observe various native animals, from foxes to marmots, in environments very
similar to the natural habitats. Even more animal species can be found at the 27 hectare (68 acre) large
Zurich Zoo, whose Masoala Rainforest treats visitors to a Madagascan tropical climate all year round.
Other popular excursion destinations such as Atzmannig, the Amden region, Sattel-Hochstuckli, or
Braunwald offer either relaxing tranquility or varied action, depending on your preference. In winter,
several ski areas can also be reached from Zurich's main train station in less than an hour.

- Zurich’s Parks and Gardens

The Four Seeason

A trip to Zurich is worthwhile in any season. In spring, cherry blossom trees transform parts of the city
into a sea of pink flowers. Those visiting Zurich in April can experience the traditional spring festival
Sechselauten, during which the Bd6, a giant snowman, is burned. The faster its head, filled with
fireworks, explodes, the better the summer is expected to be.

In the warmer months, Zurich locals celebrate their “Badi culture” (public swimming and lake life). Mild
summer evenings are also perfect for visiting one of the many open-air bars or enjoying a gelato at
Gelateria di Berna near Brupacherplatz while watching the relaxed rhythm of the city.

Autumn transforms Zurich into a colorful sea of leaves, and a walk up the Uetliberg becomes a truly
special experience. In winter, the atmospheric Christmas markets attract visitors from near and far.
Lovingly decorated stalls offer a wide selection of local products and unique gift ideas to discover.

- Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter

Lively Art Scene

Zurichis a hotspot for art and culture, with more than 55 museums and over 100 galleries.The Cabaret
Voltaire - regarded as the birthplace of Dadaism - is still a competence center for the Dadaist
movement to this day. The Cabaret Voltaire was founded in 1916 by Hugo Ball and Emmy Hennings.
Zurichis also home to Switzerland’s largest art museum, the Kunsthaus Zrich. In two buildings, the
Moser Building and the extension designed by David Chipperfield (opened in 2021), works by Swiss
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artists such as Alberto Giacometti are displayed alongside masterpieces by artists like Picasso, van
Gogh, and Chagall. Another highlight for art lovers is the Léwenbrau-Areal in Zurich’s west. This areais
avibrant mix of the international art scene, businesses, and creative individuals who have made it their
home. Itis home to numerous galleries, the Kunsthalle, the Migros Museum of Contemporary Art, and
the Museum Haus Konstruktiv.

- Art & Culture

Cultural Highlights

The performing arts play a major role in Zurich. The Zurich Opera House enjoys an excellent
reputation worldwide and year after year stages an ambitious program comprising operas, concerts,
and ballet performances. The fact that the people of Zurich are particularly keen theatergoersis
reflected by the high number of theaters of varying sizes. The Schauspielhaus Zurich blends tradition
with innovative productions, while at Gessnerallee, young theatre students bring fresh ideas to the
stage. A yearly highlight is the Zurich Theater Spectacle, which transforms the left shore of Lake
Zurichinto a unique setting for performance and theatre over two weeks in August. In the fall, the
Zurich Film Festival (ZFF) features world premieres, insider tips, movie screenings for children, and
the award of the coveted “Golden Eye” prize. Numerous museums round off the city’s cultural
offerings. The Swiss National Museum presents the history of Switzerland, the Fotomuseum
Winterthur showcases artistic photography and the Technorama makes science a hands-on
experience. Nature lovers can enjoy unique experiences at the Succulent Collection, featuring 6,500
species, and the Enea Tree Museum in Rapperswil.

- Music, Theatre and Literature

Food Hotspot Zurich

Zurich’s restaurant scene is just as diverse as the city itself: From innovative ideas to creative pop-ups
to traditional specialties.The Haus Hiltl - according to the Guinness Book of Records, the oldest
vegetarianrestaurant in the world - was founded here, as was also the world's first and often imitated
“restaurant in the dark”, the Blinde Kuh, where blind and visually impaired staff serve culinary delights
in complete darkness. The well-traveled Zurich chefs passionately combine their inspirations from
distant countries with local products. Especially in the trendy district of Zurich-West, as well asin
districts 3 and 4, you'll find many innovative dining concepts and pop-ups.All around Lake Zurich,
mouthwatering menus featuring fresh fish from the lake are served up together with a spectacular
view and a refreshing lake breeze. Those who prefer to sample Zurich's traditional cuisine will be
suitably impressed by the various guild houses of the trade guilds that governed Zurich between the
14th and 18th century. These buildings are now high-class restaurants and particularly renowned for
their Zurich specialties like “Zuri Gschnéatzlets” prepared in a classic way. Other Zurich classics
include the sweet “Luxemburgerli” or the “Birchermiiesli”, a tried-and-true breakfast dish. Zurich's top
chefs are regularly awarded Gault-Millau points, thus being named among the best in the country. In
addition, FOOD ZURICH provides an opportunity to indulge: once a year, the festival celebrates food
in all its many facets over a period of 11 days. Featuring a large street food festival, countless
workshops, food tastings, dinners and courses, it enriches Zurich’s gastronomic scene.
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- Eat & Drink

Nightlife from Alternative to Chic

Nowhere else in Switzerland is there such a large and diverse nightlife as in Zurich. Those in search of
top-notch techno will find it on the legendary party mile, Langstrasse. On the other side of the Limmat,
the Niederdorf area, between Central and Bahnhof Stadelhofen, offers plenty of bars and pubs for an
extensive bar tour in picturesque buildings. Recommended spots for dancing the night away include
the popular Hive in Zurich West, Bogen F, a small concert venue located in one of the viaduct arches in
district 5, or for a more stylish night out, Kaufleuten in the heart of the city. Various events also add
variety to Zurich’s nightlife. Another highlight for techno lovers is the Street Parade. Annually, it
attracts around 900’000 dance enthusiasts to Lake Zurich and features the entire current techno DJ
elite.

- Nightlife

Shopping From Traditional to Modern

Zurich offers a unique shopping experience in every district, combining both luxury and local
specialties. The famous Bahnhofstrasse entices with international designer labels and exclusive
jewelry and watches. In the picturesque streets of the Old Town and Niederdorf, countless small
boutiques hide, offering individually crafted jewelry and clothing pieces or exclusive rarities. Zurich
also now boasts a wide selection of second-hand shops. Especially in the creative Zurich-West, there
are numerous shops by local designers, fashion stores, and art boutiques. In the 1894-built viaduct
arches, originally constructed for the railway, a special shopping experience was created in 2010,
featuring various vendors and a large market hall with a restaurant. Close by is the Gerold-Areal,
known for the Freitag shop, which sells bags made from recycled truck tarpaulins. Those looking for
even more local products will find them at the city’s weekly markets, offering flowers, vegetables, and
regional specialties in the summer, while the Christmas markets enchant in the winter.

- Shopping
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Images & Text

In our media database, you have access to our multifaceted world of images.
- zuerich.com/pictures-movies
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