
                                                                                      

                                                                   

Fact sheet Education in Switzerland for Foreign Students 
 
Private Schools in Switzerland 
 
Private schools in Switzerland provide an education in a very high quality.  
 
Kinder Garden    
Children from 3 years on experience the first contacts with other children by playing with 
different materials.  
  
Primary Schools 
The Primary School goes from the 1st to the 6th class. On this level, there is a great variety 
of choice. There are Primary schools working with the methods of Montessori, others are 
more achievement oriented. Nevertheless, many schools offer an ideal mixture of the 
different pedagogic methods.  
  
Secondary Schools   
There are different levels of Secondary Schools depending on the capacities of the child and 
its aims for the future. In Switzerland, the obligatory school time ends with the Secondary 
School.  
 
High School  
Long term High School: 
Begins after the 6 years of primary school and takes 6 years  
   
Short term High School: 
Begins after the 2nd or 3rd year of secondary school and takes 4 years  
 
The High School education consists of a system with basic subjects, focused subjects and 
subsidiary subjects. 
There are 5 different profiles for the „Matura“ (diploma at the end of the high school): 
 
- Old and new languages  
- New languages  
- Mathematic-scientific  
- Economic-judicial  
- Fine arts  
 
10th School Term   
In Switzerland, there is the possibility of doing a 10th year of school. In this year, the subjects 
of the Secondary School are revised and those of the High School are prepared. 
 
Diploma High School   
The Diploma High School begins after the secondary school. It provides a good educational 
background and is a particularly well-based preparation for professions in the social sector.   
  
Commercial School 
The Commercial School provides a well-based education in the commercial sector. After the 
2 years Commercial School and 1 year of internship, there is the possibility of acquiring the 
national diploma.   



                                                                                      

                                                                   

 
Informatics Course  
This education takes 4 years and includes an internship.  
 
Finishing School   
Some residential schools provide this form of education for young women. There are courses 
from 3 to 12 months and the subjects include education in etiquette, correct behaviour. The 
atmosphere is international.  
  
American or British School Program   
There are some private schools offering the American or British school program. 
 
International Baccalaureat   
The International Baccalaureat qualifies for studies in Europe and for some Swiss 
universities.  
  
French or German School Programs     
Some schools provide these programs.  
 
For further information on private schools in the region of Zürich and in Switzerland, please 
contact www.privatschul-beratung.ch, info@privatschul-beratung.ch for information free of 
charge. You will receive a set of individually selected documentary material of the 
educational establishments likely to be of interest to you. Whether you choose a school 
recommended or not, you will not be charged for the services 
 
 
University of Zürich  
 
The University of Zürich was founded in 1833, though its origins stretch back as far as 1525 
and the days of protestant reformer Ulrich Zwingli. Today the University enjoys international 
renown as a place of education and research. Two thousand lecturers in 140 special 
institutes provide the broadest range of subjects and courses available from any Swiss seat 
of higher education. With 21,000 students and 1,900 graduates every year, Zürich is also 
Switzerland’s largest university. The University provides academic services, works with the 
private sector and considers itself part of a national and global network for the acquisition 
and dissemination of knowledge. 
Zürich’s international reputation is based on groundbreaking research, particularly in 
molecular biology, brain research and anthropology, and on the work of the University 
Hospital and Veterinary Hospital. 
The University’s researchers, lecturers and students benefit from the infrastructure that 
Zürich provides as a centre of teaching and research. Apart from its own institutions, the 
University offers its members access to archive collections, libraries and the facilities of the 
Federal Institute of Technology (ETH), as well as to the city’s private institutions. Nine 
museums and collections, covering subjects from anthropology to zoology, constitute yet 
another valuable academic resource. 
 
You will find further information on the University of Zürich on www.unizh.ch.  
 
There are special admission rules and programs for foreign students. You will find further 
information on www.studentoffice.unizh.ch/admission_en.html or contact 
admission@unizh.ch.  
 
 



                                                                                      

                                                                   

IST International School of Tourism Management 
 
The International School of Tourism Management is a federally-acknowledged college 
offering a wide variety of subjects in tourism. About 60 lecturers impart expert knowledge in 
different courses in both theory and practice in order to prepare the students to become 
qualified professionals. A consistent quality management guarantees a high level both in 
teaching and course content. The concept of the course programme is based on the most 
recent knowledge in adult education and consists of modules. 
  
The link with the tourism industry, with society and other educational institutions opens up 
interesting career perspectives for graduates of this school. Well-known personalities in 
tourism, economy and politics support this privately-run college as expert advisory councils. 
 
It is the IST`s daily task to maintain the very good reputation it has in Swiss educational 
training in tourism. Our efforts in guaranteeing quality have been successful in the past. The 
IST has received a certificate for quality from the Swiss Tourism Organisation, which is an 
award that obliges the college to strive for a consistent development. The IST therefore 
evaluates its organisation according to QTop-programme of the federal department for 
educational training and technology (BBT) and aims to obtain the ISO-certification within the 
next twelve months. 
 
You will find further information on IST on www.ist-zurich.ch  
Phone +41 (0)1 440 30 90 
Telefax +41 (0)1 271 71 17 
E-Mail istinfo@ist-zurich.ch 
 
 


